
Trademark Trial and Appeal Board Electronic Filing System. https://estta.uspto.gov

ESTTA Tracking number: ESTTA1292333

Filing date: 06/20/2023

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

Notice of Opposition

Notice is hereby given that the following party opposes registration of the indicated application.

Opposer information

Name United States Department of the Interior DBA National Park Service

Granted to date
of previous ex-
tension

06/18/2023

Address 1849 C. ST., NW
WASHINGTON, DC 20240
UNITED STATES

Attorney informa-
tion

JOSEPH HSIAO
1849 C ST. NW
MS 6443
WASHINGTON, DC 20240
UNITED STATES
Primary email: joseph.hsiao@sol.doi.gov
Secondary email(s): nancy.lewis@sol.doi.gov, jayme.coleman@sol.doi.gov
202-219-1651

Docket no.

Applicant information

Application no. 97245043 Publication date 12/20/2022

Opposition filing
date

06/20/2023 Opposition period
ends

06/18/2023

Applicant Ridge Run Intangibles, LLC
1655 SPECTRUM DRIVE
LAWRENCEVILLE, GA 30043
UNITED STATES

Goods/services affected by opposition

Class 025. First Use: None First Use In Commerce: None
All goods and services in the class are opposed, namely: Clothing, namely, hats, shirts, sweatshirts,
jackets, pants, sweatpants, scarves, neckties, bandanas, socks, gloves, and shoes

Class 041. First Use: None First Use In Commerce: None
All goods and services in the class are opposed, namely: Entertainment in the nature of baseball
games

Grounds for opposition

Priority and likelihood of confusion Trademark Act Section 2(d)

Dilution by blurring Trademark Act Sections 2 and 43(c)

False suggestion of a connection with persons,
living or dead, institutions, beliefs, or national

Trademark Act Section 2(a)

https://estta.uspto.gov


symbols

Marks cited by opposer as basis for opposition

U.S. registration
no.

4706627 Application date 02/09/2014

Register Principal

Registration date 03/24/2015 Foreign priority
date

NONE

Word mark NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Design mark

Description of
mark

The mark consists of arrowhead shape enclosing a tall sequoia tree, snow-
capped mountain landscape, a bison and the phrase "NATIONAL PARK SER-
VICE".

Goods/services Class 016. First use: First Use: Nov 1, 1994 First Use In Commerce: Nov 1,
1994

Geographical maps; Geophysical maps; Maps

Class 025. First use: First Use: Nov 1, 1994 First Use In Commerce: Nov 1,
1994

Athletic apparel, namely, shirts, pants, jackets, footwear, hats and caps, athletic
uniforms

Class 041. First use: First Use: Nov 1, 1994 First Use In Commerce: Nov 1,
1994

Museum services, namely, exhibiting to the public a historical site; Providing a
web site featuring information on historic figures

Class 043. First use: First Use: Nov 1, 1994 First Use In Commerce: Nov 1,
1994

Hotel and restaurant services; Resort lodging services

U.S. registration
no.

5206128 Application date 09/08/2014

Register Principal

Registration date 05/16/2017 Foreign priority
date

NONE

Word mark NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Design mark

Description of
mark

The mark consists of a brown box having a wood grain appearance with a cut-
out of an arrowhead shape inside the box appearing in white and further consist-
ing of the words "National Park Service" to the right of the brown box with word
"National" and "Park" appearing in dark green and the word "Service" appearing
in light green.

Goods/services Class 041. First use: First Use: Apr 1, 2016 First Use In Commerce: Apr 1, 2016

Organizing events in the field of United States history and cultural resources for
cultural or educational purposes; Organizing exhibitions in the field of United
States history and cultural resources for cultural or educational purposes; Or-
ganizing on-line exhibitions and conferences in the fields of education, culture,
sports and entertainment for non-business and non-commercial purposes

Attachments Notice_of_Opposition_97245043_FILED.pdf(339284 bytes )
Exhibits.pdf(4432229 bytes )



Signature /Joseph Hsiao/

Name JOSEPH HSIAO

Date 06/20/2023
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE BEFORE THE 

TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD 

 

In the matter of Serial No: 97/245,043 

For the mark: RR 

Filing Date: January 29, 2022 

Published in the Official Gazette on: December 20, 2022 

 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF  ) 

 THE INTERIOR, DBA   ) 

 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE  ) 

       ) 

   Opposer,   ) 

       )                 Opposition No. ___________ 

v.       ) 

       ) 

Ridge Run Intangibles, LLC,     ) 

       ) 

   Applicant   ) 

 

NOTICE OF OPPOSITION 

 

The United States Department of the Interior DBA National Park Service (NPS), with an 

address at 1849 C St. NW, MS 6443, Washington, DC 20240, a federal agency of the United States 

of America (“Opposer”), believes that it is or will be damaged by the registration of the RR 

trademark, as set forth in United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) Application Serial 

No. 97/245,043 (the “Application”), filed on January 29, 2022 by Ridge Run Intangibles, LLC 

(“Applicant”).  The Application was published for opposition on December 20, 2022.  This Notice 

of Opposition is timely filed on June 20, 2023.1  As grounds for this opposition, Opposer alleges 

that: 

1. As shown below, Opposer’s Arrowhead and NPS secondary marks (the latter, which 

features a silhouette of the Arrowhead) are registered trademarks on the Principal Register 

 
1 June 18, 2023, the time within which to file a notice of opposition was set to expire time, was a Sunday, and June 

19, 2023, was a federal holiday within the District of Columbia.  Trademark Trial and Appeal Board Manual of 

Procedure § 209.02. 
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with the USPTO, and further, Opposer’s Arrowhead mark is incontestable, and Opposer’s 

NPS secondary mark is eligible for incontestability status.   

National Park Service Registered Marks 

Mark Reg./Ser. No. Goods/Services  
 

 

Reg. No. 

4,706,627  

Class 016: Geographical 

maps; Geophysical maps; 

Maps 

 

Class 025: Athletic apparel, 

namely, shirts, pants, jackets, 

footwear, hats and caps, 

athletic uniforms 

 

Class 041: Museum services, 

namely, exhibiting to the 

public a historical site; 

Providing a web site featuring 

information on historic 

figures 

 

Class 043: Hotel and 

restaurant services; Resort 

lodging services 

“Arrowhead 

mark” 

 

 

Reg. No. 

5,206,128 

Class 041: Organizing events 

in the field of United States 

history and cultural resources 

for cultural or educational 

purposes; Organizing 

exhibitions in the field of 

United States history and 

cultural resources for cultural 

or educational purposes; 

Organizing on-line 

exhibitions and conferences 

in the fields of education, 

culture, sports and 

entertainment for non-

business and non-commercial 

purposes 

“NPS 

Secondary 

Mark” 
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2. Since at least as early as 1952, Opposer has used the Arrowhead mark in commerce in 

connection with its well-known services and associated programs dedicated to preserving, 

unimpaired, the natural and cultural resources and values of the National Park System for 

the enjoyment, education, and inspiration of this and future generations.  (Exhibit 1).   

3. Opposer owns, manages, and is responsible for the 424 system units, including 63 National 

Parks, encompassed in the NPS National Park System.2  The NPS National Park System 

includes Glacier National Park.   

4. Opposer’s Arrowhead mark is the official tie tack or pin to be worn by all NPS uniformed 

employees, including those at Glacier National Park.  36 C.F.R. § 11.1(a). 

5. Opposer sells and licenses the sale of clothing apparel featuring the Arrowhead mark.  

(Exhibit 2). 

6. From at least 2011 to the present, Opposer’s National Parks have averaged over 297 million 

visitors per year, of which over 2.5 million visited Glacier National Park. (Exhibits 3, 4). 

7. In addition to the Lanham Act, 15 U.S.C. §§ 1051 et seq., Opposer’s Arrowhead mark is 

protected under 36 C.F.R. § 11, et seq., which provides in part that “[t]he term Arrowhead 

Symbol, as used in this part, refers to the insignia of the National Park Service prescribed 

as its official symbol by notice published in the Federal Register of March 15, 1962 (27 

FR 2486).”  36 C.F.R. § 11.1(a).  See also, 36 C.F.R. §§ 11.2 – 11.4 (authorizing the 

National Park Service Director to permit use of the Arrowhead mark for certain purposes).  

8. By virtue of the longstanding, uncompromising, and prestigious quality of NPS’s services 

provided, advertised, and promoted under the foregoing common law and registered 

 
2 See, e.g., About Us, National Park System (May 3, 2023), 

https://www.nps.gov/aboutus/national-park-system.htm.  

https://www.nps.gov/aboutus/national-park-system.htm
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trademarks since at least 1952, which pre-date Applicant’s January 20, 2022 filing date of 

its intent-to-use Application, the Opposer’s Arrowhead mark is famous, well-known, and 

is inherently distinctive or enjoys significant acquired distinctiveness throughout the 

United States. 

9. Upon information and belief, Opposer’s date of first use of its Arrowhead mark 

significantly pre-dates Applicant’s filing date.  Applicant filed the Application for the mark 

on January 20, 2022.  The Application was filed under Section 1(b) of the Lanham Act, 

based on an alleged bona fide intent to use, and claims no dates of first use. 

10. Upon information and belief, Applicant owns, controls, or is affiliated with the Glacier 

Range Riders baseball team, a subsidiary of Ridge Run Enterprises, LLC and Ridge Run 

Baseball, LLC.  (Exhibit 5).  

11. Applicant’s intent to trade on the goodwill of Opposer is made clear through several press 

releases.  For example, Applicant’s branding representative state that when developing its 

brand, Applicant chose the Range Riders name and the logos of its baseball team, including 

Applicant’s applied-for-mark, to “[bring the] local flair to [its] new baseball team when 

designing the brand”…, “to celebrate all things Glacier National Park…, [and for the 

consuming public to] step into the national park, [including] everything from [the] red 

buses to the goat as [its] mascot…”, that “[i]t is an exciting time… to use the national 

park service for [its] brand,” that its team colors were “inspired by the national park 

uniforms” that “no other brand in all of sports has adopted the national parks as 

inspiration,” and that “[the team] sees this as a sort of Glacier National Park universe.”  

(Emphasis added).  (Exhibits 6-8). 
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12. Applicant’s baseball team, which features Applicant’s mark, plays in Flathead Valley, 

Montana, near the NPS’s Glacier National Park. (Exhibits 6-8).  

13. Applicant’s mark is visually similar to Opposer’s registered ‘627 and ‘128 marks, as shown 

by the comparison below. 

Opposer’s Registered Marks Applicant’s Mark 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14. As shown above, Applicant’s mark is highly similar to Opposer’s registered ‘627 and ‘128 

marks in terms of sight and overall commercial impression.  Applicant’s mark features an 

arrowhead shape having a rough or ragged edge pointing downwards, similar to Opposer’s 

Arrowhead mark.   

15. The Application identifies goods identical to and, therefore, closely related to the goods 

Opposer provides under its Arrowhead mark. Upon information and belief, Applicant 

intends to offer clothing merchandise, including hats, shirts, sweatshirts, jackets, pants, 

sweatpants, scarves, neckties, bandanas, socks, gloves, and shoes.  Applicant sells clothing 

apparel bearing the applied-for-mark (Exhibit 9).   
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16. Both Applicant and Opposer provide their goods and services to the same purchasers, 

including, but not limited to, the team’s primary fan base, who are also members of the 

NPS Glacier National Park local community that surrounds the team’s stadium. 

17. Applicant is not affiliated with Opposer, nor has Opposer endorsed or sponsored Applicant 

or its goods and services claimed in the Application.  

18. Applicant’s mark, which is highly similar to Opposer’s Arrowhead mark, coupled with 

Applicant’s stated intent to identify with Opposer and Opposer’s Glacier National Park and 

to trade on Opposer’s goodwill, is likely to falsely suggest a connection with the Federal 

Government in violation of Section 2(a) of the Lanham Act, 15 U.S.C. § 1052(a).   

19. Applicant’s use of its mark in connection with clothing, namely, hats, shirts, sweatshirts, 

jackets, pants, sweatpants, scarves, neckties, bandanas, socks, gloves, and shoes, is likely 

to cause confusion or to cause mistake or deceive consumers, in violation of Section 2(d) 

of the Lanham Act, 15 U.S.C. § 1052(d).  Consumers of Applicant’s goods will likely 

assume Opposer is somehow affiliated with, licenses, or endorses Applicant’s use of the 

mark when Opposer is not connected in any way with Applicant. 

20. Applicant’s use of its mark is likely to cause dilution of Opposer’s famous Arrowhead 

mark by blurring, in violation of Section 43(c) of the Trademark Act of 1946, 15 U.S.C. § 

1125(c). 

 

WHEREFORE, Opposer prays that the Trademark Trial and Appeal Board will sustain this 

opposition and refuse registration of the Application. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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By:  /Joseph Hsiao/        Date:  June 20, 2023 

Joseph Hsiao 

Attorney for Opposer 

Attorney Advisor 

Office of the Solicitor 

Department of the Interior 

1849 C St. NW, MS 6443 

Washington, D.C. 20240 

202-219-1651 

joseph.hsiao@sol.doi.gov 

mailto:joseph.hsiao@sol.doi.gov
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EXHIBIT 4  



Glacier NP

Bookmark this report: https://irmadev.nps.gov/Stats/SSRSReports/Park%20Specific%20Reports/Annual%20Park%20Recreation%20Visitation
%20(1904%20-%20Last%20Calendar%20Year)

Year Recreation Visitors

1911 4,000

1912 6,257

1913 12,138

1914 14,168

1915 14,265

1916 12,839

1917 18,387

1918 9,086

1919 18,956

1920 22,449

1921 19,736

1922 23,935

1923 33,988

1924 33,372

1925 40,063

1926 37,325

1927 41,745

1928 53,454

1929 70,742

1930 73,776

1931 63,497

1932 53,202

1933 76,715

1934 116,965

1935 143,240

1936 210,072

1937 194,522

1938 153,528

1939 170,073

1940 177,307

1941 178,449

1942 62,196

1943 23,908

Annual Park Recreation Visitation (1904 - Last 
Calendar Year)
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Year Recreation Visitors

1944 35,857

1945 67,942

1946 200,547

1947 327,300

1948 284,549

1949 482,208

1950 482,298

1951 496,142

1952 649,689

1953 633,480

1954 608,200

1955 674,100

1956 718,900

1957 759,200

1958 706,800

1959 722,300

1960 724,500

1961 740,000

1962 966,100

1963 810,200

1964 642,200

1965 847,100

1966 907,800

1967 884,000

1968 964,500

1969 1,051,200

1970 1,241,600

1971 1,302,200

1972 1,391,299

1973 1,397,800

1974 1,405,500

1975 1,570,000

1976 1,661,200

1977 1,654,500

1978 1,582,632

1979 1,446,086

1980 1,474,578

Annual Park Recreation Visitation (1904 - Last 
Calendar Year)
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Year Recreation Visitors

1981 1,786,523

1982 1,666,114

1983 2,203,847

1984 1,946,703

1985 1,603,011

1986 1,579,151

1987 1,660,737

1988 1,817,733

1989 1,821,523

1990 1,986,737

1991 2,096,966

1992 2,199,767

1993 2,141,704

1994 2,152,989

1995 1,839,518

1996 1,720,805

1997 1,708,856

1998 1,830,944

1999 1,684,604

2000 1,728,693

2001 1,680,614

2002 1,905,689

2003 1,664,046

2004 2,033,933

2005 1,925,101

2006 1,964,399

2007 2,083,329

2008 1,808,027

2009 2,031,348

2010 2,200,048

2011 1,853,564

2012 2,162,035

2013 2,190,374

2014 2,338,528

2015 2,366,056

2016 2,946,681

2017 3,305,512

Annual Park Recreation Visitation (1904 - Last 
Calendar Year)
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Year Recreation Visitors

2018 2,965,309

2019 3,049,839

2020 1,698,864

2021 3,081,656

Total 119,130,739

Annual Park Recreation Visitation (1904 - Last 
Calendar Year)
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https://irmadev.nps.gov/Stats/SSRSReports/Park%20Specific%20Reports/Annual%20Park%20R 
ecreation%20Visitation%20(1904%20-%20Last%20Calendar%20Year)
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