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August 28, 2007

Andy Feury, Mayor
City of Whitefish
P.O. Box 158
Whitefish, MT 59937

Dear Mayor Faury.

Your August 13, 2007 letter asks the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) to
immediately address the gasoline seep into the Whitefish River near the Town Pump on
Spokane Avenue. DEQ is already addressing this pollution incident. The Petroleum
Release Section (PRS) in DEQ's Remediation Division confirmed the presence of a
release from an underground storage tank system (UST) at the Town Pump in January
2003, Between March 2003 and July 2005, PRS requested and approved work pians to
investigate the leak, installed monitoring wells, analyzed ground water samples and
designed and implemented cleanup plans. A leaking pipe union on & premium gasoline
dispenser was later identified as the source of the release al the service station.

The seep was subsequently reported to DEQ in July 2005. Remediation Divislon staff
sampled the seap In August 2005, and documented strong odors and benzene
concentrations that exceeded the drinking water limit by 30 times. Given the extremely
low discharge volume of the seep, natural volatilization of the petroleum constituents,
dilution by the river water and the fact that no one drinks river water, the seep was not
considerad a significant threat to public health or the environment.

Although the seep is near the Town Pump UST leak, ground water monitoring in 2005
did not definitively connect the pipe leak to the seep. In November 2005 and February
2006, PRS asked Town Pump to submit work plans to investigate the possible
connection. Delays occurred when Town Pump switched consultants in April 2006, A
July 2006 examination of the seep at the niver showed only traces of gasoline were
present and no free product could be seen entering the Whitefish River, confirming that
the seep still did not pose an imminent threat.

It was later learned that underground storage tanks might be buried on adjoining
property owned by Mr, Hamilton, and these tanks could be the source of the seep.

initial plans were to conduct electromagnetic and ground penetrating radar geophysical
surveys to look for abandoned tanks beneath the Hamilton property. Prior to conducting
the survey, it was necessary for Mr. Hamilton to remove metal obstructions and to level
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some of the surface. Attempis to conduct the surveys were eventually abandoned in
early 2007 after Mr. Hamilton falled to do the required site preparation.

In August 2007, Mr. Koopal brought a fuel-smelling water sample from the seep to the
Whitefish City Council mesting. By this time arrangements had been made to install
additional monitoring wells on the Hamilton property and to conduct pilot tests on the
feasibility of intercepting the contaminated ground water discharging at the seep. Those
wells have since been installed and preliminary results provide a tentative connection
between the Town Pump leak and the seep. Potential problems or delays associated
with the installation of an interception trench include bank stabiiity, the 35-foot depth of
the contaminated zone that Is the likely pathway to the seep, access agreements, and
permits for work aiong the stream, Tests on the feasibility of an interception system are
scheduled to be conducted by September.

In summary, no ane wants gasoline seeping into the Whitefish River. But in contrast to
other environmental problems in Montana, the seep is not viewed as a major pubiic
health or environmental threat. Although there have been delays in investigating the
cause of the seep and designing corrective measures, this work is progressing at an
acceptable rate, If you or any other members of the City Council or the public wish to
view the work plans and reports associated with this site, please feel free to contact
Marcile Sigler at DEQ's Kalispell Office at (408) 755-8050. Also, If requested, a
depariment representative would be happy to attend a council mesting and provide an
update.

Sincerely,

Richard H. Opper
Director

[ o5 Sandi Olsen, Administrator, Remediation Division
John Arrigo, Acting Chief, Hazardous Waste Site Cleanup Bureau
Margcile Sigler, Project Officer



